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Abstract 
This paper d iscusses the appropriation process of rap music in Greece from a sociolinguistic 
point of view, the main assumption being that Greek-speaking rap is not an imitation of its 
Afro-American model, but a result of cultural appropriation. 

 

part of the appropriation 
process is the way Greek rap artists are drawing on the sociolinguistic resources of their speech 
community. Analysis of the lyrics of four groups 

 

, 

 

, Terror X 
Crew, 

  

reveals d ifferences in song topics, cultural references, sound samples, and 
language styles, which work together in constructing ind ividual artist profiles. On this basis, 
the relevance of language use in the appropriation of global pop culture is pointed out.   
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